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Upcoming Events 


11/24/23 - 12/24/23 - Santa Net 
1/13/24 - GARS TechFest 


Georgia on My Mind is a monthly newsletter of 
the ARRL, Georgia Section, highlighting the activi- 
ties of Amateur Radio Operators and Clubs within 
the State. 


To submit pictures, articles, or notices, please 
email the editor Karen Spradlin, K4LJS, at 


GeorgiaSectionARRL@gmail.com before the 5th of 
each month. 


To see previous issues of Georgia on My Mind: 
https://drive. google.com/drive/folders/1f6WBBhYzN-4Z- 
D69x0ceGIIPqCquIWI11?usp=share_link 


The State ARES Meeting is scheduled for March 
9, 2024, at the Georgia Public Safety Training 
Center in Forsyth, GA. Reserve the date! 


GEMA has just added this event to their Training 
Calendar so ARES members can now register for 
the event. The link to the page is: 


https://training.qgema.ga.gov/TRS/courseDesc.do? 
cofld=58218&sourcePage=Calendar&date=03-09-2024 
e Click on: ‘I want to register.’ 


e On the login screen make sure that you use 
your GEMA training username and password. 
If you don’t have a GEMA training login, you 
can create one. 

e After logging in, click on ‘Register’ to begin the 
registration process. 


If you have previously registered, most of the 
fields will already have your contact information. 
Update any the data with any changes needed. 
Check the box at the bottom and click ‘Submit’. 
You registration will show you on the ‘Wait List’. 
This is the standard GEMA process. You will be 
approved later. 
Lee Stone, KT4LS 
GAARES - Section Emergency Coordinator 


Upcoming Events 


Santa Net 


Santa Net is back on 3.916 MHz for the 18th year! 
Starting Friday, November 24th, good girls and 
boys can talk to Santa Claus, via amateur radio, 
nightly starting at 7:05 PM (Central). The Santa 
Net will run every night through Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 2023. 


Pete Thomson (KE5GGY), of The 3916 Nets, com- 
mented on The Santa Net. He said, "What started 
18 years ago as a small gathering on Christmas 
eve has really grown over the years. This year we 
expect to connect around 1,000 kids with Santa.” 


Youngsters can talk to "Santa at The North Pole" 
via strategically placed operators (Santa Net Relay 
Stations) who relay the voice of Santa. Thomson 
said the dedication of 3916 net members is the 
reason for the net’s longevity. He said, "Santa Net 
is only possible because of the net members who 
volunteer their time and talents as relay stations 
and in other support roles. Each year our volun- 
teers tell us that Santa Net was a highlight of their 
Holiday Season." 


In addition to connecting kids with Santa, Thomson 
said that Santa Net also brings young people into 
amateur radio. He added, “Santa Net is often the 
first time many of these kids experience the magic 
of amateur radio. Every year we hear from parents 
and sometimes even the kids who go onto get their 
amateur license after taking part in Santa Net.” 


Prior to each night's Santa Net, pre-net check-ins 
can be made at https://www.cqgsanta.com/ Third 
party rules and regulations apply. 


For more information on The Santa Net go 
to https://www.cgsanta.com/or email KE5GGY at 
Gmail dot com. 


Gwinnett 
Amateur 
Radio Society 
TechFest 
2024 


)TechFest 


Saturday, January 13th 
8:30 am - 3:15 pm (Expanded Hours) 
Gwinnett County Fairgrounds 

(Expo Center Building) 
2405 Sugarloaf Pkwy, (Davis Rd. Entrance) 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045 


The GARS TechFest is a FREE annual event spe- 
cifically geared towards amateur radio enthusiasts. 
This event provides an excellent opportunity for 
individuals to learn about the latest developments 
in amateur radio technology, share knowledge and 
experience, and network with other amateur radio 
operators. Attendees can expect to see demon- 
strations of various types of equipment and attend 
presentations, and workshops on a variety of top- 
ics. This event is great for anyone interested in 
amateur radio, whether you're a seasoned opera- 
tor or just getting started. Attending the GARS 
TechFest is an excellent way to learn more about 
the hobby, make new contacts, and discover new 
ways to use amateur radio technology. So, if 
you're passionate about amateur radio and want 
to stay up-to-date on the latest advancements, 
then attending the GARS TechFest is a must! 


TechFest is a great way to share your passion for 
the hobby with friends and family. 


e Free Admission 

e Free Coffee 

e Free Hotdog Lunch (with all the fixings) 

e Chili Cook-Off 

e Free Hourly Door Prizes (must be present to win) 

¢ Raffle Prizes (tickets $5 each, or 5 for $20) 

e Free Exhibits 

e Free Special Interest Forums (to be listed soon) 

«Ham Radio Exams ($14) What to bring and 
Youth must preregister 

e Build-A-Thon ($50) 40-10m EFHW Antenna 


Event Activity Hours 
e Open to the Public: 8:30 am — 3:15 pm 


e Ham Radio Exams: 9:00 am — 11:00 am 
e Lunch: 11:30 am — 1:30 pm 
e Final Grand Prize Drawing: 3:15 pm 


For more information, please visit TechFest.info 
and check back often as updates are posted. 


Club Activities 


Certificate of Appreciation 


W8BYH Brian Haren was awarded a special certifi- 
cate of appreciation for his efforts in leading the 
NVIS exercise. He was awarded this certificate by 
Georgia AuxComm. Presenting it was the state 
AuxComm Manager John Davis WB4QDX. Con- 
gratulations Brian! 


Jasper Radio Club 


The 146.700Mhz antenna was replaced, and 
swapped sides of the tower on Mount Oglethorpe 


Club Activities 


Athens Radio Club 


Using the W 4 G Special Event Call Sign on Jan. 
26 — 27, 2024, the Athens Radio Club (ARC) will 
be operating from Watson Mill Bridge State Park in 
support of the Winter Field Day communications 
exercise. Watson Mill Bridge State Park is near 
the town of Comer in Madison County, Georgia. 
This will be our 4" year operating from this park. 
Listen for the Winter 4 Georgia stations on the air 
all weekend. 


Before Winter Field Day officially begins, we will 
also be using the W 4 G call sign to acti- 
vate Watson Mill Bridge State Park, K-2207, for 
Parks on the Air (POTA). All contacts made from 
the park before, and during, Winter Field Day will 
be uploaded to the POTA website for credit. Look 
for us on the POTA spotting page _ hittps:// 
pota.app/. 


Thanks to all the Winter Field Day stations that 
made contact with us in 2023. We made 1,150 
QSOs during the event last year. Again this year, 
we will be operating during Winter Field Day as a 
30-GA (Three Oscar Georgia) station: three trans- 
mitters capable of operating simultaneously, out- 
doors operating from a partly or fully exposed 
building or shelter, and location identifier GA 
(Georgia). We look forward to working your station 
this year. 


Visitors are invited to come out and play radio or 
just watch. The stations will be in the Equestrian 
Area Cabins on the East side of the park. The 
closest address is 1788 Watson Mill Bridge Road. 
The grid coordinates are 34.039, -83.064 near 
Carlton, GA. 


Kathleen, KN4IJM 


We have several radio volunteers for the Athens 
Marathon on January 28th, but could use a few 
more. Please look at your calendars and see if you 
can make it for the day. | realize that it is the sec- 
ond day of Winter Field Day, but they could really 
use the help. 


Please let me know if you can free up about 6 


hours by clicking here: bobherrin4d8@qmail.com 


For more information about the marathon, click 
here: https://classiccitymarathon.squarespace.com/ 


Bob, KE4JLL 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society 


We had a very successful testing session Dec. 9 
in Savannah. 2 new Techs, 2 upgrades to General 
and 2 upgrades to Extra. 


Cherokee Capital Amateur Radio Society 


It was a very successful DG packet run today for 
AG4JO and K4DDE we were able to send mes- 
sages from 13 Dollar general location's in Gordon 
Bartow and Murray counties most locations we 
were able to send to 2 different gateways we're 
looking forward to the next time. 


Atlanta Radio Club 


Somewhat impromptu Playin Radio in the park 
December 10th, at Brook Run. 


New Developments On Georgia Digital Net 


The Georgia Digital Net on GA _ Statewide 
Brandmeister Talk Group 3113 is a discussion net. 
Its focus is discussing ham radio — mostly DMR 
related topics ranging from hotspots to handhelds. 
However, just about any Amateur Radio related 
idea is discussed or questions answered. The 
weekly Wednesday night net begins at 8:00 p.m. 
Eastern throughout the year. 


The net participants have included many check-ins 
from beyond Georgia. It is mostly referred to as a 
Digital Net that uses Georgia’s TG 3113. 


There are currently three regular net control oper- 
ators (NetOps), and like a lot of nets these days 
we would like to have more. We've taken a recruit- 
ment approach that seems to be working. We 
have initiated using “guest” net control operators 
to get operators feet wet, says Net Manager Bob 
Hoffmann, K4CQO. This doesn’t spook people 
who are uncertain about assuming the duties on 
an ongoing basis and gives them the opportunity 
to experience running the net while having a sea- 
soned NetOp there during the net. 


Bob continues, “It is a good idea to join in the net 
discussion at least twice to get the lay of the land, 
so to speak, before being a NetOp. This is good 
for testing a person’s interest to determine if the 
NetOp might be a fit and possibly continue being a 
NetOp with our Digital Net or just do more “guest 
appearances.” 


The net was started by Jeff Hochberg, W4JEW 
about 5 years ago and as people have come and 
gone Bob ended up being the de facto manager of 
the net. Jeff still checks in occasionally, but be- 
cause of his work, he has taken a back seat to the 
net for the last year or so. Jeff does the “behind 
the scenes” work if a technical issue affects the 
DMR system. 


Up until recently the net used a web-based service 
to log check ins — NetQSO.com — but it has been 
down for more than a month. When it is up — the 
system monitored activity on TG 3113 and would 
auto populate the user’s call sign and location for 
the NetOp. This eased the recordkeeping burden. 
The NetOp starts, moderates, takes over-the-air 
check-ins and end sessions. If the outage experi- 
enced during November, 2023 persists, another 
web-based net logging system may be used. 


The current NetOps include Bob Hoffmann, 
K4CQO, David Vine, WA1EAW in Aiken, SC and 


Dave Slotter, W3DJS in Dacula, GA. W3DJS is 
the author and developer of the HamPi distribution 
of software for Raspberry Pi computers. 


Digital Net participants and interested Radio Ama- 
teurs can join the Georgia Digital Groups.l1O group 
for information, updates and reminders. Files, in- 
cluding a more-or-less followed net script, are 
available via the group. There is also a Telegram 
group for general discussions. 


Potential Guest NetOps can contact Bob using 
email, rjhoffmann @ outlook.com. 


Elbert County needs special hams 


My nephew is the school superintendent in Elbert 
County GA (east of Athens) and has seen my FB 
post about the Lafayette Middle School Club. (see 
October 2023 issue) He would like to see a similar 
radio club started there. 


So, are there any Hams in the Elberton / Elbert 
County area | could put in touch with him? If | can 
get some folks interested, Jody Carter is willing to 
help advise on the steps he has taken in Walker 
County. With the head guy wanting the thing to 
happen there should be no difficulty in getting go- 
ing in the school. 

Allen Padgett, KN4FKS 

(email address on QRZ) 


Milledgeville Amateur Radio Club 


We have restored operation of the club's W4PCF 
repeater on 146.7000 (-0.600 MHz., CSQ tone 
67.0). The repeater is currently installed with lim- 
ited operating coverage while full operational test- 
ing is completed. It is hoped this testing will be 
completed soon and the repeater returned to full 
coverage capability. 


First established on air in 1968, the W4PCF re- 
peater is one of the oldest ham repeaters in Geor- 
gia. 

Rick Morris, KD4VOJ 


Dots, Dashes & Tidbits 


NW GA District ARES is still going strong, with 
its Digital Exercises. Join in the Fun, see below. 


Come join in on the HF Vara P2P Exercise on 
Tuesday nights. The time is 6 pnm- 8 pm. We 
have added the 40 meter band as you can see 
below. We're also using the 60 meter band. 

Send a simple Winlink message to each Net Con- 
trol when you connect. Make sure the message is 
sent as a P2P message when you do. 


Here are the frequencies to be used. 
CF-Center Frequency / DF- Dial Frequency 
80 meters - K4HYJ - CF 3597.00 / DF 3595.50 
60 meters - NG4DX - CF 5348.00 / DF 5346.50 
40 meters - W4JNR - CF 7084.00 / DF 7082.50 
10 meters - KN4CNX - CF 2808.00 / DF 2878.50 


A.R.E.S. Monthly Report for November 2023 
Number of DECs/ECs reporting - 44 
Number of ARES nets - 1368 
Nets with NTS liaison - 5 
Number of Exercises & 
Training Sessions - 537 (2282hrs.) 
Number of Public Service events - 17 (453 hrs.) 
Number of Emergency Operations - 0 (0 hrs.) 
Number of SkyWarn Operations - 0 (0 hrs.) 
Total of Exercises & Events 554 
Total of person hours 2735 


gateway, 


new Sysop. 


NW GA District ARES 
Cleaned up the Packet stations. 


NW Georgia ARES Hybrid RMS * 
formerly known as 


ABANX is now W4NWG. 
Ricky Bramlett, NG4DX is your | * 


Georgia Section Nets 


ARES Phone & Digital Nets 
Note: GA ARES Net information can be found at 
gaares.org — Select Nets & Frequencies 


Georgia Section ARES Net: 
Section Net Manager — Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
kn4qi@arrl.net 
Net control operator — Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
Alt. net control operator — Jim Altman, W4UCK 


Georgia Section ARES Digital Nets: 

Section Digital Net Manager, Don Jones, K4GO 
k4go@arrl.net 

Digital Team Leaders also serve as net contro! operators. 


Winlink Net Manager, Russell Prevost, AB4QQ 

Net control operators: Brian Freeman KN4DLT, Hank 
Blackwood K4HYJ, Bill Hall KQHRO, David Blubaugh 
ND1J 


PSK & Traffic Nets Team Lead, Del Davis, W4DEL 

Interim Team Lead: Kory Oldham, W4RZ 

Net control operators: Bob Garza K4TLG, Don Jones 
K4GO Ken Wallis KM4HOS, Richard Austin W4BYT 


D-RATS Net Team Lead, Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ 
Net control operators: Rial Sloan Al4ZV, Brian Free- 
man KN4DLT, Ed Walraven KM4IOA, Carter Grant 
KN4KBL 
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